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super-battleship, the Dreadnought^ which could outrange and
outsteam anything afloat; and a race began between Britain
and Germany in building ships of this type. Haldane at the
War Office reorganised the army to fit it for a new pur-
pose—to take its place alongside the French army in a con-
tinental war. And all this time the Government was careful
to avoid any word or deed that might precipitate the crisis,
and many Liberals were opposed to the growing expenditure
on armaments. Several times it seemed as if war were about
to break out on the Continent, but on each occasion the crisis
was successfully tided over. When at last the tension reached
breaking-point, it was through a comparatively minor incident.
A recent war between the Balkan states had resulted in greatly
strengthening Serbia, of which Austria was very jealous. In
June 1914 the Archduke Francis Ferdinand, heir to the Austrian
throne, was murdered at Sarajevo, presumably by Serbians.
Austria demanded humiliating penance from the Serbian
Government. Serbia agreed to nine-tenths of the Austrian
demands, but the fact that she demurred at the other tenth was
made an excuse for an immediate declaration of war. There-
upon Russia came to the support of Serbia, Germany supported
Austria against Russia, and France supported Russia against
Germany, all within the space of a few days.
The great question now was : What would England do ?
There was a general feeling in favour of France, though the
Entente did not bind us to come to her aid in the existing cir-
cumstances, yet what had we to do with the Balkan rivalries
which had been the root cause of the quarrel ?
The situation was still in the balance when news came that
the Germans were attacking France through Belgium. The
maintenance of treaties and the safety of the Netherlands were
the reason for our entering upon the World War, just as they
had been the reason for our entering upon the Revolutionary
Wars 120 years earlier (§ 243). The Government had the
whole nation at its back when it sent an ultimatum to Germany
demanding the immediate evacuation of Belgium. The German

